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FLSTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY TEMN :
PA{TON-REZD HOUSE FABS Ho. WV-200
Location: 100 Twelith 34reex, Whesling
Crio County, west Virginia

Present, Owner Jr. Robert J. Feed, III.

and Occurant:

Present Use: Dwelling and Medical office.

Significance: This two-story residence was built by William Paxton in 1852.

His son, James Paxton, lived here when he helped draw up West
Virginia's first state constitution. It exemplifies the
Romanc-Tuscan mode of the Renailssance Revival style. The
later Adamesque Colonial Revival entry portico with semi-
elliptical fan light and sidelights, the Romano-Tuscan window
details and roof top cupola are particulariy interesting.
Since 1902 three generations of Robert J. Reeds have lived and
practiced medicine in this house.

PART I.. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Physical History:

1. Date of erection: c¢. 1852, The property is mentioned in the 1€52
Land Book of Wheeling, Virginia, with the notation, "Building added.”

2. Architect: Not known.

3. 0Original and subsequent owners: The Paxton-Reed House was built on
Lot 10 of Sguare 20, Belair Addition, Clay District in Wheeling.
This property was sold to William Paxton by Noah Zane, son of
Colonel Ebenezer Zane, who with his two brothers, led the first
group of settlers to take "tomashawk possession” of what was to be-
come the town of Wheeling. The following references tracing the
title of Lot 10, Sguare 20 may be found in the Chio County, West
Virginia Deed Books.

1832 Deed, 20 May, recorded in Peed Book 18, nage 212, Yoah Zane
and wife 4o William Paxton $675.00 for Lot 18, 3quare 20

Deed, 2% June, reccorded in Jeed 3cok 40, nage 384, wWii
Paxton 49 oJames A. Paxton £4,500.00 for Lot 10, Sguare
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1502 Desd, 12 May, reecrdsd in Teed Zocok 132, page 4C0, Rebecca
Zarden devised T/T intaerssi in ner property o Ida Aschman
to Dr. Roberw Zesd 7/3 inmerest in Lot 10, Sguare 20.
1902 Deed, 2% May, racorded in DJeed 3ock 108, vage 308. ZEaroid 7.
Wise's zuardian To Zotert ;. leed 1/% interest in ot 10,
Square 20
*.  Criginmal plans, constructiosn, 2t sl dolept e
. Alterations and additions: lecording o drs. MeHenry, who came %o

work for Dr. Reed, 5S¢, in 1932 and has continued to sarve Dr. Heed, *
Jr, and Dr, HReed III, there have been very few structural changes
done %0 the Paxton-Reed Eouse. The first floor front room and hall-~
way ceilings have Ween changed to permit the introduction of flood
lights. An open side porch was enclosed as a walting room for
patients. Later a partition separating the back one-third of the
sunporch was built to accommodate an X-ray machine, At the rear of
the house a butler's pantry was turned intc a lavatory. The old
kitchen was partitioned in 1926, at whick time a bathroom was in-
stalled, The o0ld back porch was knocked down by a car and has since
been replaced by a concrete porch and stairway. The upstalrs was
changed in 1926 to provide a small kitchen when Dr. Robert Reed, Jr.
and his family lived upstairs. More recently, a plaster board wall
partition has been erected at the top of the stairs to better insu-
late the first floor. Stylistic evidence suggests that the present
Colonial Revival portico and front entrance were installed around
1902, when the first Dr. Reed acquired the house. -

Historical Events and Persons Connected with the Structure:

Two families significént to the Wheeling community have been associated

with the house at 100 Twelfth Street.

The builder and first owner, William Paxton, moved to Wheeling in 181k.
He was one of Wheeling's earliest merchants and established the first
dry goods store in the city. His poor health necessitated his early
retirement from that enterprise, In 1839 he bought out Moore amnd Carr,
a wholesale grocery house and took as his partner his son James, This
partnership flourished, and William was able tc retire in favor of his
son's interests, '

Jemes Paxton continued with the wholesale grocery tusiness until 1854,
when ne retired to seitle family ocusiness, 4t thet time nhe Decame oné

of tThe dirsctors of the MNorzthwestern 3ank of Virginia, a member of the
Cisy Council, and ons of the Tommissioners who compromised the rallrcad
dett oF tThe cifty. '

When the State of Virginia seceded from the dnicn, dames Paxton emerged.

25 an active organizer of Union sumrathizers in Western Virginia and . -
arzued in favor of the legitimate auishority of zhe Jniited 3Jtatas govern- '
nent. Fe was 2 member of ie convanticn held in Wheellng which re- |
srganized the state governmmens of Tirginia. Paxton was an enthusiastie- -
"qew state apd frss state man” and participated in framing the dew state
consthitution. As cone aof the Jommissioners agppointed oy the Comsuifusicnal
Jonvention ne carried the West Virzinia Meonstitution fTo Washinghon and o o
presented 1% to the U.3. Congress L
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. Br. 3otvert J. Read acguired the Zouse in 1302, Subseguently, Shras
generations of Docitors Robert J. Reed have lived and practiced medicire
fyrom the family home a2t 100 Twelltn 3treen.
2. Sources of Lnformaztisn:
lewnon, 5. Z., Jicheois, 7. I., aad 3Jprankls=s, a. 0. Ziszory 5P ke N
Panhandle, Shio, 3rocka, Fancock and Marshall Wast Virzizia,
Wheeling, West Virginia: J. W. Jaldwell, 13T%. 450 nagss.
»
Intervies: Mrs. McHenry, 27 September, 1976.
Prepared by: Candace Reed,
Architectural Historian
Historic American
Buildings Survey
September 1976
PART IT. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
A. General Statement:
’ rs . .
, . 1. Architectural character: This mid-19th century Italianate residence

has a later Colonial Revival portico with a fan light over the door~
- way. The roof top cupols is also an J.nterestlng feature of the
_bulldlng. R
2, Condition of fabric: the first floor interior is in good condition.
Other parts of the building, exterior and interior are deteriorat-
ing,

A

B. Description of Exterior:
1. Over-all dimensions: Main building - approximately forty-four feet .
across the five-~bay front and forty eight feet .deep. There is also
a twelve fcot wide addition on the west side. Two steries,

2. TPFoundations: Coursed stone.

3. Wall corst“"cv101, finish and color: 3Brick painted brown, and
reeling hadly,

5. Porches, stoows, bulkheads, et oy front porticg, fes
o

c.: F z!
S grapns. The portico is elevated about three feet avove grzde wiih
. sandstone steps leading up %o The level of The porch. An interssia
ing decorative Zeature 2rs fhe cast Lron sowlpturss of sitilng <egs,
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ope of which Dlanks each side of =he 2lerns. There is

nitry on whe addition out 2¢ zorch, as the steps Llead
up “0 the doorway. There is worea in e rear,
tedcol conftamporary concrete

oo - ey o [ i :
A, Thaimneys: Four hrick aoknimnevs, Two are cn the west wall, two

o tha iout

a, TDoorways and doors: For Zront entrance, 3EI photograpn WY-2C0-
5. Fanlight =nd sidelights havwve leaded bevel-edged clear glass,
Sidelights are flanked by Roman Ionlc engaged colomnetfes on
plinths. Trim is painted white., The addition alsc has a fan-
lighted doorway. It is flanked by glass side lights with Ionic
fluted pilasters beyond that to each side. There are two doors
at the rear on the main section and one garage sized wooden
doorway on the addition at the rear,

b. Windows and shutters:; For front windows, SEE photographs.
‘Other windows om the building are similar but with less deco-
rative lintels. A&lso of interest as openings are cast iron
grates over the basement windows in the front.

8. Roof:

- Shape, covering: Hip on the main roof and flat on'the one
story addition. The covering is far paper,

b. TCornice, eaves; Both the main section and the addition have _
& heavy cornice with shallow brackets, dentils and plain frieze.

¢. Dormers, cupclas, towers: Of particiular interest is the octag-
onal cupola at the center of the main reof.

C. Description of Interior:

1. Floor plans: Both the first and second floors are organized with
rooms about a central hallway. The main stair is to the right -
(west) center, and there is generzlly one major room, with a fire-
place, anchoring each coraner on both floors. The additicon on the
west appears to be early with access beside the maia stairs. It
has two rooms. The basement is entered from both the intarior and
axterior and hss Tour rooms. ' -

2. 3Stairways: The main stairway 1s to the right [fes } side of %he
main halliway. It is beautifully vrsporsioned with its curved furm.
The newel zost and banister ars natural wood and gu:te napdsome in
design. Th‘ hail landing at thae second Iloor was originally open
to the stair Sut 2as Teen partiificned 572, COfther stairz includes a
small apelcsed stalr directly ovpesite the zmain snfry against ifhe
rear. 1% continues Trom the second lcor up o the cure ia, Apother
3tair 13 near the laf%t rear (south sast) corner. '
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rlogring:  The Zirst Jloor Is carvet, lLinolsum and hardweod which

. is provably not orizirval The z=scond flsor s wood flooring and
is protably orizinal. The tasement has toth weod plank and brick

flocoring,
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5. Doors and doorways: The door casings zre very bulky in appearznce,
both floors having hzavy but plain cornices over most doors.

6. gpecial decorative features: The fireplace mantels in eech of the
rooms on the west side, first fleor, are partiéularly interesting
and very different in appearance. The rear one is wood, painted
white, with double fluted columns on each side. The front mantel
is gray marble with a curvilinear design, There are also some high
built-in cabinets in the center room, front, on the second floor.

T. Notable hardware: Some door hardware is original.

D.

8. MeChanical equipment: Contemporary.

Site and Surroundlngs.

The bullding 51ts promlnently on the southwest

of Twelfth and Byron Streets,’

The site slopes

corner at the 1ntersectlon
af@petosboth thecwestle

{ and south. There is a stone wall defining the front lawn, with the s
first floor level about five feet above street level. The rear of the
building is open as it adjoins a large parking lot, To the west, the

next building is about thirty feet away.

John McRae
Architectural Historian
Historic American
Buildings Survey
September, 19756

Prepared by:

PART ITT. PROJECT INFORMATICN

This project was undertaken 2y the Tistoric aAmerigan 3Zuildings Survey under Sie gznexal
direction of John Popvelisrs, Chizf of ZARS, and Xernneilz L. Anderson, IABS Princinal
Archiizect, in cooperation wiith ihs Friends of Wheeling, Inc, The neaauiod.ara" ageg were
zade during tne summer of 1575 under the supervisicn of John Y. Me2ae {University of
Tlorida) with architectural technieclans Mari L, Zall ?o:e_an, {Pzunsylvania State
University), Zdward J. Freeman (Arizona State University): Ruthie D, Wiley (i#ississippi
.."‘:a University); Alan G. Wilig (Zity College of New :‘orx,, and Architectural Historian -
Tandace Ized {Cso0rge Washington University ). The photogranns werse saken in 1977 v

dABS Phetographer Jack T. Zoucher
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